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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 478
By Springer

A RESOLUTION to recognize the Tennessee State Old Timer’s
Tall Tales Contest and to commend liars
statewide.

WHEREAS, from time to time some events are so outrageous that they must be

recognized by the legislative body; and

WHEREAS, one such event is the fabled Tennessee State Old Timer’s Tall Tales

Contest; and

WHEREAS, Tennesseans have always been able to compete with others, no matter

what the field; and

WHEREAS, there are many people in this state who have stories that stretch the

imagination almost to its breaking point; the great literary community of poets, writers,

storytellers and songwriters wander the streets and country roads of this great state; and

WHEREAS, in this great bicentennial year, it seems only appropriate that Tennessee

should have a Tennessee State Old Timer’s Liar’s Contest; and

WHEREAS, this contest would officially be known as the Tennessee State Old Timer’s

Tall Tales Contest; and

WHEREAS, Dickson, Tennessee, is the home of “Old Timer’s Day”; this tradition of a

weekend honoring senior citizens has resulted in a “Tall Tales” (Liar’s) contest held at Dickson

Junior High School since 1988; and
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WHEREAS, notable liars who have passed through this contest include: Mr. Albert

Garton, Jess Mangrum, Ralph Meacham, Bob Baggett, Vance Smith, Mr. Austin Ellis and Jerry

Cary; and

WHEREAS, one such notable liar, Jess Mangrum, is worthy of special attention; and

WHEREAS, Jess’ skill at deception would make any liar envious; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Henry Ragan has been the official Emcee for this contest every year

since 1988; he was given this position to bar him from the competition since he was naturally

gifted in this field; and

WHEREAS, with some encouragement other states may wish to become a part of a

larger effort to establish a national contest where each state champion would represent their

state; and

WHEREAS, of course, those with political aspirations would be prohibited from

participating; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee State Old Timer’s Tall Tales Contest exemplifies the good-

natured, fulfilled spirit of Tennesseans; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That we hereby recognize the Tennessee State Old Timer’s Tall Tales Contest and liars

statewide for clean and harmless fun.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


